Evidence for Defence.
Herbert Rowse Armstrong
ing to me. He came to me on the Thursday, and my wife left
on the Sunday, the 22nd. Besides putting away the razors and
my service revolver, I also warned the servants to keep, I believe
it was, knives away from her, and I knew that in my absence in
the office Mr. Chevalier would be keeping an eye on her. I know
that at that time I had two portions 01 the 1919 arsenic in the
cupboard in the left-hand side of the fireplace in my study, but
I did not know it then; I had forgotten it. I do not think that
cupboard was locked; I am not sure.
By Mr. justice darling—She harl access to it, and knew
what was in it1?—Yes.
Cross-examination continued—Did you discuss this possibility
of suicide with the doctor attending her, Dr. Hincks?—I asked
him at the time if there was any danger, and he said there were
always possibilities at that period of life, the change of life.
That was what was in my mind. I was, therefore, anxious about
her after Mr. Chevalier spoke to me. I was also anxious about
her general state of health. (Shown exhibit No. 55)—That is in
my handwriting and it is my signature.
Let me read you what you said and signed on the 23rd
August, 1920, about your wife's health—" Q. Has she ever suffered
from any serious disease, or is she subject to any particular consti-
tutional or bodily ailments?—A. No. Q, Is the patient
violent towards herself or others, and in what way? Or has she
broken glass or furniture, torn clothes or bedding, or done mis-
chief of any kind ?—A. No symptoms of violence, au contraire,
apathy to surroundings and acute introspection. Q. Has she
threatened or attempted self-destruction ; if so, when, and by what
means?—A. No. Q. Is the patient's bodily health good, bad, or
indifferent?—A. Generally good, but of a livery tendency." Was
that statement made to the hospital true or not?—Tes.
Is it true then as you told me to-day that her health was in-
different?—That question—it covers that.
Mr. justice dahling—What? The answer that was given
there would include your answer to-day?
Cross-examination continued—I put the words specifically to
you at the time when she left in August was her health good, bad,
or indifferent, and you said indifferent?—Yes.
I put the question to you, as answered by yourself, and signed
by yourself on the 23rd August, ff was the patient's bodily health
good, bad, or indifferent," and you answered " generally good,
but of a livery tendency " ?—That would imply indifference;
" generally good."
Perhaps I will spare you to make a comment at the present
moment. You observe the word is quite clear there, Cf indifferent,"
and you chose out of the three words offered to you cc good,"
" bad," or " indifferent," " generally good," and you are asked
there " has she threatened or attempted self-destruction; if so,
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